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The Emotions of Christmas: Delighting in Christ  pt.2	Lk.1:39-41	12-16-2001

Introduction

Remember in our study on marriage we learned that intimacy in marriage – relational closeness & tenderness of love and affection and trust, is a very high priority for God.  It is very important to Him.

And the reason it is so crucially important is because our relationship with God is to be characterized by intimacy – an intimacy that is illustrated in this world only through an ideal marriage between a man and woman who deeply love each other.  

And for that reason, marriage, which is the illustration of that relationship, must be characterized by intimacy.  

Now, if it was so important to God that marriages be characterized by intimacy because they illustrate the relationship of Christ and the Church, how important do you think it is to Him that the Church itself have intimacy with Christ?

If the illustration is extremely important to God, how important must the reality be?

God doesn’t just want you to obey Him.  He doesn’t just want you to bow the knee to Him.  What He wants is for you to do those things out of a delight in Him.

So that’s what God wants from you, and that’s what we want from God.

One of the most universal longings of every believer is to love God more intimately – to know Him and genuinely love Him so deeply that worship flows out of you as an almost automatic response. 

Ps 43:3-4
Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.  4Then will I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God

Any believer who reads that would give anything to be able to be able to say in a much greater way I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight.

Who among us hasn’t read something like that and said, “If only that were more true of me.  If only I had to show up on Sunday morning because I was driven to praise Him out of sheer delight in Him.”

Notice that the Psalmist says: When I learn of Him, I respond in praise because of delight.

C.S. Lewis made a great observation about that: 
Praise is the natural response of delight – almost an involuntary response.  

For example, you don’t have to discipline yourself to talk about how wonderful your favorite restaurant is – it just comes out.

If you really love sunsets, and you see a spectacular, beautiful, dazzling sunset that just ignites the entire sky with every color in the spectrum – when you see that and someone is with you what happens?  You comment on how wonderful it is.

It just comes out.  No one needs to prod you.  You don’t need anyone to say, “Praise the sunset by speaking of its attributes – say it like you really mean it – from the diaphragm…”

Without any prodding, and without any conscious preplanning on your part, you just see it and say, “Wow!  That is gorgeous!”

That’s what praise is – when you are talking about how wonderful something is, you are praising that thing.

If you want to learn to truly worship God – don’t practice worshipping.  Don’t sign up for worship lessons.  Learn to delight in God more, and you won’t be able to hold the worship in.

Few if any places in Scripture have more different people bursting out with that kind of genuine heartfelt worship than the events surrounding Jesus’ birth.

As we read through the account of Jesus’ birth, we see the exuberant rejoicing of the Magi, we see Mary moved to the core of her being bursting forth with a spontaneous song of praise that it seemed she could hardly contain.  

- The angels burst out in song, 
- the shepherds rejoice, 
- Simeon explodes with praise, 
- Elizabeth begins shouting in joy 
- even John the Baptist leaped for joy!

The Enunciation 
(The announcement of Jesus’ birth)
“You are going to give birth to the great davidic king who is the focus of OT prophecy and the end times.”

The Clarification 

34"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 
35The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

It will be a miracle of creation by the mighty power of God.

Like so many of the miracles, the actual event is not described.  There is no account of the actual overshadowing.

We have no way of knowing what that event was like – other than comparing it to other times when the Almighty overshadowed someone.

It way well have happened right there on the spot after Mary finished speaking with Gabriel.  She is sitting there, contemplating the meaning of Gabriel’s words, and suddenly there is a bright cloud – maybe a voice from heaven.

It may well have differed from other overshadowings in the sense that usually that is a terrifying event – just as an encounter with an angel usually is.  But the Lord seems to deal with Mary very gently.  I’m sure it was as awesome an experience as she had ever been through, but my guess is that it was unique.
7
Whatever happened, the whole, beautiful scene is hidden behind the veil of this majestic language of God’s overshadowing.
---------------------------
This is one of the reasons why experts in the analysis of testimony have concluded that the Gospel writers have the ring of truth in what they write. 

When people make up a story – especially a story about something very unusual or supernatural, it comes with lots of commentary and descriptions – plenty of adjectives and adverbs and superlatives.

But the miracles in the Bible aren’t like that – no hype.  Usually they are mentioned in one line of text, or not even directly described at all.

The fact that Luke just reports this without any fanfare or apology demonstrates Luke’s reliability as a historian.
--------------------------

The Confirmation

36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God." 

God never expects people to believe anything based on inadequate evidence.  He always offers adequate ground for believing something before requiring us to accept it.

He does that because sound reasoning is part of God’s character, and so it’s a good thing for us.  And to believe something without adequate evidence is not sound reasoning.

But no one is convinced no matter how much evidence there is until that person is willing to believe.

Mary was willing.
38 "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered.  "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

Faith is a beautiful thing to see.  

45 Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 

It entails more than just believing.  It is not only a willingness to believe the truth, but an embracing of the truth, and a responsiveness to it – a love for the truth.

39 At that time Mary got ready 

She has to pack for a 70 to 100 mile journey through dangerous, rugged country.  A ground pad, maybe a tent, clothes, food…

She is very hasty about it.  She gathers everything in a big hurry, and she’s out the door.

Evidently, this event must have had quite an emotional effect on Mary.  Normally a young girl would remain in the seclusion of her father’s house, and wouldn’t leave it unescorted – certainly not a for a journey on foot some 70 to 100 miles into the hill country!

We have much more relaxed standards for a young woman, and travel is much, much safer in our culture, but even here it would be a remarkable thing if your 12 year old daughter set out on foot by herself to walk to a place 70 miles into the mountains.  That would be like walking from Boulder to Glenwood or Steamboat Springs.  

I wonder if she remembered this when she and Joseph were all concerned because Jesus disappeared when He was 12 years old, and they had to search everywhere before finding Him in the Temple.  

and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth.

Elizabeth had just come out of seclusion.  She was in her home – may doing some housework, maybe taking a rest, maybe just sitting and contemplating her situation, and there’s a noise – she looks, and there is her relative Mary standing in the doorway.

When Mary walked into the house, the first thing she would have seen was confirmation of the angel’s words – there stood Elizabeth in her old age – and in her 6th month!

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb

Mary gives her a greeting.  We don’t know what the greeting is, but it’s significant (Luke mentions it three times).  And the moment Mary’s voice reaches her ears, baby John leaps inside her – not as the normal kicking of a baby in the womb, but out of joy in being in the presence of Jesus.

This was John’s first prophecy (his ministry started 3 months before he was born).   V.44 points out that the reason John did this was because of joy.  At this point John was about 9 inches long and weighed about 1 ½ lb.   

He was not developed enough to really think, but he was able to experience emotion. 

The first human being to express joy over the incarnation was John the Baptist.  Or at this point I guess a better title would be John the fetus, because he wasn’t even born yet.

“How do we know that was a response of joy, and not just the normal kicking of a baby in the womb?

1. The Filling of the Spirit

41 and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

At that split second she is filled with the Holy Spirit, and she immediately knows everything.  She knows Mary is pregnant, and that she is pregnant with the Lord Himself, and that that is what baby John was reacting to.

42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women

So first John responds with joy, then Elizabeth is overcome with emotion, and she bursts out with a joyful shout.

So her being filled with the Spirit not only enabled her to understand that John’s reaction was one of joy, but it also anbled her to respond with joy.

So the first step to rejoicing in God is enablement by the Holy Spirit.

Elizabeth was joyful and excited because she was filled with the Spirit.  And John the fetus was excited for the same reason (v.15).

The most essential, rudimentary basis of having an emotional love for God is the enabling work of the Holy Spirit.  And, at least in John’s case, it certainly wasn’t anything he accomplished on his own.

He didn’t read a booklet on “Five easy steps to Intimacy with Christ” as a fetus in the womb.

It was a sovereign act of God.  First and foremost, intimacy is something we should pray for.  Are there steps we can take toward that goal?  Yes.  And we will get in to that.  But at the outset, realize that what you are working toward is a miracle – something that is not achievable outside of divine intervention. 

David was a man after God’s own heart, but even he, after a time of straying, had to cry out to God in prayer and say Do not …take your Holy Spirit from me.  12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me  (Ps 51:11-12)

Job experienced terrible trials – the loss of his wealth, his family, his health.  But another loss he experienced was his close intimacy with God.  

Sometimes God tests our faith by withdrawing that feeling of closeness and intimacy so that it seems like He’s not there.  Your prayers seem powerless, and you are in a spiritual desert.

That happened to Job, and it was one of the most painful parts of his trial.

Job 29:2-6
"How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched over me, 3 when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked through darkness!  4 Oh, for the days …when God's intimate friendship blessed my house 

Ps 85:4,6
Restore us again, O God our Savior…6 Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 

The more we learn about the goodness of God the more appalled we become at the tepid paucity of our delight in Him.

In comparison with what our response should be, we look at the response we have and it seems so exiguous and tiny and feeble.     

 To one degree or another it is the prayer of every Christian: “Lord, restore the passion of my first love for You.  Turn my heart of stone into flesh.”

Keith Green: “My eyes are dry.  My faith is old.  My heart is hard.  My prayers are cold.  And I know how I ought to be – alive to You…and dead to me.”

“What can be done, for an old heart like mine?  Soften it up, with oil and wine.  The oil is You – Your Spirit of love.  Please wash me anew, in the wine of Your blood.”

If you want intimacy with Him, you are going to have to seek it from Him.

Now let’s take a look at the second step.
2. Understanding the Truly Important

42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women (that means she is the most blessed of all women), and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

Isn’t that interesting?  A few verses earlier Mary is called a virgin, now she is a mother.  (Make no mistake – a woman who is just a few days pregnant is indeed a mother)

There is a contrast between Zechariah and Mary.  After the birth announcement to Zechariah, it says Zechariah went home to his wife, and after that she ended up pregnant.  

But Mary is a virgin when she speaks to the angel, then she goes immediately from there to Elizabeth, Joseph is nowhere to be seen in the text at all, and when she arrives at Elizabeth’s house she is pregnant.

That’s Luke’s way of saying that what the angel announced came to pass.

For the original reader, Elizabeth’s response would seem very odd.  Social status meant a great deal to them, and Elizabeth was clearly Mary’s superior.  She was a descendent of Aaron, the wife of a priest, the elder of the two.  She’s in her 6th month of a miraculous pregnancy of a great man of God, and Mary isn’t even visibly pregnant. 

And so for her to speak to this young teenager this way would be startling to the 1st Century reader’s ear.  It makes the point that the little cluster of cells that was inside Mary’s womb was more significant than any other factor.

my Lord
Sometimes the term “Lord” refers to God (the vast majority of the times), and other times, when the context demands it, it can refer to a mere human.  There is no question what it means here. 

The word “Lord” appears 27 times just in ch.1,2, and every single time it refers to Almighty God.  The only way a person could come to the conclusion that this is the one exception would be if that person had a strong bias against the deity of Christ.  

Elizabeth is the second person to call Jesus Lord (the first was David in Ps.110:1)

Elizabeth’s joy was in having an encounter with the Lord Himself.  True joy comes in appreciating the truly important.

What is the truly important?

What was it such an honor to be the mother of the Lord?  Does it take any special skill or ability?  What is it about simply carrying the baby that is worthy of such high honor, such that a person would be honored just to have Mary enter her home?

The only true honor, the only real meaning in life, comes from your proximity and involvement in the work of God.  

The issue with honor is not what you have achieved or what skills you have or what assets you have – those were all graciously given to you.  You are to be honored in this life not primarily in relationship to what you have achieved, but in relationship to your role in the only thing that matters – the Kingdom of God.

That’s why Christians are worthy of honor, and you should highly esteem those sitting around you – because every believer has been given a calling and a specific role in the Kingdom of God.

And if you are not a believer, that’s why you should become a believer.  Because otherwise your life is wasted and pointless.  We will know the fulfillment and blessedness you desire only when we follow Mary’s example and put ourselves – body & soul completely at God’s disposal.

The kinds of things that will cause you to respond with joy are things that happen that you regard as having great importance.  

If politics are important to you, you can be thrilled on election day if your guy is elected.  Another person may have voted for that same candidate, but feels no real joy – because he just doesn’t care that much who is in office.  It’s not important to him.

If it’s important to you who wins a certain football game, you will have a joyful response when your team wins.  But if you watch a game between two teams you care nothing about, you can’t make yourself get excited no matter how hard you try.

You respond with joy not just when something good happens – but when something you regard as being especially good and especially important happens.

Elizabeth was already plenty happy about her own pregnancy, but she regarded the Lord Himself to be of so much greater importance, her emotions went through the ceiling when she found herself in the same room with Him.

If Gabriel announced to some pagan that she would become pregnant with the Messiah, it wouldn’t be a cause of rejoicing at all.

So what is the process that leads up to something being important in your mind?

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be.

The person who has invested nothing in a certain company couldn’t care less if that stock goes up.  But a person who has his life savings invested in it will be doing cartwheels if it goes up.  Your level of investment determines how important something is to you.

Obviously as believers we are to place our treasure in the Kingdom of God.  Let me illustrate how it works by this little corner of the Kingdom where Tracy and I have sunk most of our treasure.

Suppose someone is visiting Creekside this morning for the first time.  If that person is a Christian, and he agrees with our approach to ministry, that person will be happy to hear some good news about Creekside.

If he finds out that things are going especially well and the Lord is blessing us, that may bring a smile to his face momentarily.

But, if he hears the opposite – that we are choking and struggling and are about to close our doors, it may make him a little sad for a minute, but it’s really not all that much skin off his nose.

On the other hand, suppose the person is not a first time visitor, but a member who is very involved.

Week after week that person gives of himself.  He pours himself into ministry, and has given thousands of dollars toward this ministry, and has spend hours in prayer for this ministry.

If the ministry collapses and we close our doors, that person may be heartbroken.  And if the ministry flourishes and he sees signs of great blessing, he will be elated.

Tracy and I, 2.5 years ago, left the place we were, moved out here, put everything on the line, and poured absolutely everything we had (including our life savings) into starting this church.

She and I and the rest of my family (and a few of you) spent many hours going door to door, handing out flyers, pleading with God in prayer, putting 100% of our time and energy into trying to get Creekside off the ground.

And when I see the fruit of the prayer ministry, when I see lives turning to the Lord, when I see signs of God’s blessing on this ministry – I experience joy and excitement beyond any other kind of joy.  

When things go well at Creekside, I am elated, and another Christian might just be mildly pleased, and the difference is it's of monumental importance to me, and of minor importance to him.

And the reason for that is I have poured all my treasure into it, and he has poured very little of his.

Don’t missunderstand – the issue isn’t pouring your treasure into Creekside.  The point is pouring your treasure into the Kingdom of God – whatever aspect of it God has called you to.

How important is your relationship with God?  How invested is your life in it?  How much is riding on it?

How big a part of your life is your walk with the Lord?  Are there other things that can still bring you happiness even when your walk with the Lord isn’t going well?

If you find yourself estranged from God in some way, is there something else you can revert to – some recreation, some activity, some pursuit you can turn to that will bring you joy?

Is your walk with the Lord expendable because you have some other things going for you?

If so, then you are not fully invested in knowing God.  And as a result, even when things go well for you in your walk with the Lord, it will tend to produce very little joy.

On the other hand, if you have all your eggs in one basket – if you are like Paul and say, “This one thing I do…”  If you have invested absolutely everything into your relationship with God so that if it doesn’t go well you are left with nothing in life… then you will know true joy when that relationship becomes close.   

For Elizabeth, having an encounter with the Lord was more significant than absolutely anything else.

44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
Elizabeth had experienced a miracle herself.  She was carrying a baby who would be a great man of God, who would come in the spirit and power of Elijah, who would turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and who would prepare the way for the Lord Himself.

She is carrying the greatest man to ever live up to his time, which makes her the most blessed woman to have ever lived.

We don’t get the full impact of this in our culture, because so often women don’t want to be pregnant – especially in their old age.  But in that day, to be barren was considered a terrible curse.  

A barren, childless woman was considered worthless, and that was grounds for divorce.

If you wonder how Elizabeth felt about this, all you have to do is read her response to the news in v.25  "The Lord has done this for me," she said. "In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people."

And that unfathomable blessedness – her status of being the blessed woman to ever live, lasted 6 months, then along comes Mary, who is carrying the Lord Himself!

And yet, in her words we see not even the remotest hint of jealousy or resentment.  

In fact, when Mary first arrives, you might expect at least that the first thing she would say would be, “Mary guess what – you won’t believe what has happened to me…”

But she doesn’t say a word about herself.  She is completely focused on Mary, and more than that, upon the Lord.

3. Confirmation of God’s Promises

45Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 

When the birth of Jesus was announced, it troubled Mary.  But when it was confirmed by God, it brought her great joy.

Sometimes even after you are convinced something is true of God, you can increase your level of joy by pursuing further confirmation.  It’s a healthy exercise to look in to the evidence for the things you believe.

Imagine the effect Elizabeth’s shouts had on Mary.  She wasn’t visibly pregnant – if anything she had probably lost weight after walking 100 miles.  And instantly Elizabeth blesses her because she is carrying the Lord. 

God had made things pretty clear to Mary already, but this must have erased any last vestige of lingering doubt or confusion.

I’m sure Mary was concerned about the ramifications of being pregnant before the wedding.  Joseph was required by law to divorce her.  The stigma would be devastating, and who on earth would believe her story?

I’m sure those concerns occupied her mind as she make the trek to Elizabeth’s house.  No doubt she cried out to the Lord in prayer about it.

And then the very first person she meets not only believes her, but believes her before Mary even tells her anything!

So this is a monumental event for these women.  Something has taken place that has set into motion the age to come!

You see, for the Jews in OT times, there were two periods of redemptive history: This present age, and the age to come.  The church age in between Jesus’ first and second comings was hidden from them.

They didn’t know there would be two comings.  They thought as soon as the great, davidic king arrived, all the future blessings of the Last Day  would come.

What they didn’t know was there would be in interval, the church age, in which the age to come would break in to this present age.  That is the exciting period we live in.  They call it “inaugurated eschatology.”

But Mary didn’t know about that.  For her, this was it – the coming of God and the fulfillment of all the promises.  

Do you ever daydream about the rapture, and what you will be thinking at that moment when you first realize what is happening?  You will hear the trumpet blast and the shout of the archangel, suddenly you are lifted far above the earth with thousands of others… and you think, “This is it!  It’s happening!  It’s actually happening!  All my life it has seemed almost like a fairy tail, and now it’s really real.  It’s taking place!”

If you can imagine that for a moment – then you will know something of how Mary & Elizabeth felt. 

4. Expand Your Understanding of God
And we don’t have to guess what Mary felt, because she tells us starting in v.46.  And the first thing she says is:
46And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord 
The word glorifies literally means to magnify or enlarge.  When used of God or people it means to highly esteem.

The idea is that you amplify or magnify or enlarge your own esteem for God.

Part of the joy of worship comes when your thoughts about God are not just high, but rising.  Your regard for Him is not just expansive, but expanding.

That’s the 4th step to rejoicing in God – having an every-expanding understanding of Him.

“But I already regard Him as infinitely good – where can I go from there?”

We can accurately speak about God being infinitely good, but we can’t comprehend the infinite.  We can only think of infinity as being bigger than the biggest thing we know – just like we can only appreciate eternity as being longer than the longest time we can think of.

For example, recently I told Josiah that God was bigger than the world.  And Josiah wanted to push what I was saying even further.  So when I said, “God is bigger than the whole world” Josiah said, “Is He bigger than a giant?”

The biggest God Josiah can contemplate is one who is bigger than a giant.  But an adult can contemplate a God who is bigger than Jupiter, or the Milky way, or the cosmos…”

But eventually we run out of ability to think bigger just like Josiah.  Whatever conception you have in your mind of the size of the Milky Way probably isn’t really appreciably different in the way it effects you than thinking of a billion Milky Ways.

And that is true not only of God’s size and greatness, but of everything that is true about God.

You can think of God as being more loving than the most loving being you could imagine, but think of how far short that falls of how loving God actually is.

To think of God as being even more loving than the most loving person you could imagine is like saying God is even bigger than a grain of sand.  There is plenty of room to expand your appreciation of His love.

The same goes for His mercy, grace, power, wisdom, kindness, importance, beauty, majesty, holiness, faithfulness… 

There is a sense in which your thoughts about an infinite God can’t be high.  Any conception we have of Him will be infinitely lower than the way He actually is.

So the only way we can have high thoughts about God is if our thoughts of Him are expanding.  They can’t really be very big, but they can be getting bigger.

No matter how high your conception of God is, if it is not expanding, in reality it’s actually a low conception of God.

And it’s not that you will keep discovering new attributes.  It’s just that you will gain a fuller and fuller conception of the attributes you already know.

Everyone can appreciate the amazing wonder of the human body – an 8 year old, and average adult, a biologist, a doctor, a surgeon, a theologian…  But each person in that list has a far greater appreciation for the wonder of it than the previous person in the list. 

In the same way, while you can know of God’s attributes even as a child, there is no end to your capacity to increase in your appreciation and understanding. 

So in response to Mary’s contemplating all that God was doing, from deep within her rises a song of praise, and the first thing she says is “The thoughts of my inner being about God are enlarging.  The regard my soul has for Him is being magnified & amplified.”

Now look at the effect that has on her:

5. Rejoice in God as Savior
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

in is epi (on the ground or basis of)

The joy of your soul in worship will be grounded upon your expanding thoughts of God.  So stagnant thoughts of God = crippled ability to rejoice.

my Savior 

As we saw in our SS class, God’s status as Savior points to His omnipotence.  And it’s what sets the true God apart from the false gods.  

Isa.45:21 Declare what is to be, present it-- let them take counsel together. Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me.

In order to be a Savior, in the ultimate sense, you have to be all-powerful, because you have to be able to rescue your people from absolutely anything.  (The term can apply to men, but in that case it requires that they be given the ability to save by God, who still would have to be omnipotent) That means you have to be more powerful than any other power in existence.

When the Jews referred to God as “my Savior” they were acknowledging both His infinite power and His kindness and mercy.  (He is not only able to rescue us from anything, but willing).

We tend to apply the title only to Christ, but 1/3 of the times we see the word in the NT it refers to God the Father.

This is the perfect term for Mary to use in this context to refer to God.  It’s a great word for us to use when we address God, because it places us in exactly the right relationship to Him.  

God is exalted and great, and we are lowly, needy and dependent.  We are in desperate need of Him.  When we speak to God, it’s good to use a term that reminds us that we are speaking to Someone who is our only hope.

Understanding God as Savior is a major factor in your level of joy.

In this life we face a lot of things that cause anxiety as we look to the future.  There are things much bigger than us that could happen that scare us.  

And even though we believe God to be all-powerful, it can still be scary, because we know that even though God has the power to protect us from anything, He may very well decide to allow calamity to strike us.

But that anxiety is a very different kind of anxiety than we would have if we did not understand God to be our Savior.  It’s like the difference between being in a car with the brakes out rocketing down a steep mountain pass, and being in a roller coaster at an amusement park.

Both experiences are frightening in a way, but the first is overwhelming, and the second is not.  And the reason is you know at the amusement park some extreme things may happen, but nothing ultimately harm you.

Being a Christian and knowing God as Savior is like going through life in an amusement park.  You don’t know what’s coming next, and it could be pretty wild, but it won’t be anything other than what God has designed for you for a good purpose.

Benediction:  Isa 55:2-3  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.






