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Authority and Submission pt.2   

“Wives, Submit to Headship”
 Ephesians 5:22-24    
___________________________________________________________

Summary: Since husbands are in the role of head (authority and leader) wives should follow the Church’s example in submitting like a body and as to a savior (willing, eager, harmonious, unforced). Husbands should function as head.

21 Submiting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

The Principle: as to the Lord 
22 Wives, to your husbands as to the Lord. 

The Position: Husband = head
23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 

The Pattern: Church-like submission
24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

This morning we begin the most detailed passage in the NT about marriage and family.
V.21 serves as a transition.  It is the 4th of the 4 descriptions of the Spirit-filled life, and it introduces the section on household relationships. If you are single, and you really aren’t interested in hearing a whole lot of preaching about something that doesn’t apply to you. I would urge you to pay close attention to this study for three reasons:
	It may be in God’s plan for you to get married some day (even if you don’t desire that now, or you don’t see any prospects now), and it’s better to learn these principles before getting married.

You will always be interacting with married people. And those people will have struggles in their marriages, and it is your responsibility to be able to give answers from Scripture to those who are struggling. (Remember, every Christian is a counselor – Col.3:16)
All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable. Everything in the Bible teaches you something about God and His character, which makes this study supremely valuable for everyone.
We aren’t going to do a full-blown biblical theology of marriage, because we did that a few years ago when we went through Col.3. If you want that you can refer to The Godly Christian Home series we did at that time. In this study I just want to focus on specifically what Eph.5 is saying.

Different roles are good 

One of the problems with our culture is they don’t understand the difference between equality and monotony uniformity. They think equality always has to mean sameness.  You talk to a young married couple who have been bombarded with the feminist ideology, and you ask, 
	What is distinct about your God-intended role as husband/wife?

What are some positive, practical implications of being called “head” that give man his distinct role in marriage?
Ask questions like that and chances are you won’t get many answers. If you read or listen to teaching on Eph.5, it’s amazing how much time is spent on the concept of equality and sameness, when the whole thrust of the passage is to point out differences and distinctions. Our roles are distinct and unique.  And that uniqueness is not demeaning.  In fact, the uniqueness of those roles gives men and women dignity. It’s significant that when man needed a companion and a helper (lit. a rescuer), God didn’t create another man. God created a woman – a different kind of a person with different things to offer and a different role in the marriage. A relationship with differing roles is more profound and beautiful and productive than a relationship between two people with the exact same role. It’s like the difference between harmony and unison.  Where there is harmony, there is some interaction between the notes, and the overall result is richer, more beautiful sound then just two instruments playing the exact same note. That’s why God didn’t make 2 men. It’s like the difference in watching two people doing identical dance steps right next to each other - or watching a couple dance together with one leading and the other following with interaction and response to one another. It’s the difference between clashing polytheism and the profound, mysterious interaction of love within the Trinity. The Trinity is one God in three persons. A marriage is one flesh in two persons. I’m not suggesting that a married couple is one, in the same sense that the Trinity is one. But I am pointing out that there are some points of similarity in that both are a mysterious and marvelous combination of diversity and complexity within a unity. Just as the man and woman are in the image of God, the marriage relationship itself reflects the image of God. Just as the interactions of mutual love and authority and submission within the Trinity make it more profound and more beautiful and glorious. So it is in marriage.
The mutual love, and the willing interplay of differing roles creates a harmony and a dance that transcends any other possible human relationship. That’s why throughout human history Satan has worked so hard at gender confusion. He wants to turn the dance into just 2 people walking around with no one taking the lead. He wants to turn the symphony into just 2 dial tones. Recently I’ve been reading about the latest trend in liberal theology, which is a paganism that has its roots in Gnosticism.  And the thing they seem to despise the most is what they call the “binary” system of traditional Christianity.  At first I didn’t know what they meant by that, but as I started to see the examples they gave, it became clear. The binary system of Christianity is strict separation God makes between things that they pagans would rather mix together. Such as right and wrong, saved and lost, truth and error, and male and female. That’s why the people who are trying to blur the lines between right and wrong are also militant in their promotion of homosexuality and, ultimately, androgyny.  That’s high on Satan’s agenda, because the beauty of the harmony in the different roles in marriage reflects the nature of God and bring Him glory. And so Satan inspires the radical feminist movement to pull out all the stops in their effort to conflate male and female roles together, erase the distinctions, and turn the beautiful symphony God created into a bunch of dial tones, where everyone has the same role. Wives, be submissive to your husbands, not just to make your marriage better. Do it, if for no other reason, than it is the thing that the enemy of our Lord so hates. Do it because that brings glory to God. These three verses divide up nicely into three parts of Paul’s argument: 
The Principle
The Position 
The Pattern

The Principle: as to the Lord   

22 Wives, submit to your husbands The word “submit” isn’t in the Greek – it’s implied from v.22: “Submit to one another, wives to your husbands…”
That’s the principle.
	Wives are to submit

They are to submit as to the Lord.
Last time we spent the whole time just talking about the concept of submitting to authority and why the authority/submission system is such a good thing. This morning we just want to focus on the application for wives and husbands. The woman’s role is to submit as to the Lord. Obey your husband like you obey God.  Now, that’s extreme. No matter how liberal or conservative you are, that sounds extreme to anyone’s ears. “Obey your husband like you obey God” sounds extreme because your husband is not God. Why would God require you to submit to someone who, in many cases,
	does not deserve respect

may not even be as intelligent as you are
may be selfish, short-sighted and foolish?
To submit to him is hard enough, but submit to him as to the Lord? That’s extreme, and the Lord knows it sounds extreme to us, and so he provides us with some explanation.  He could have said, “This is the rule – just do it because I said so.”  But the Lord knew how difficult it would be for us, and so in His great love for us He condescended to give us the reason for the command in v.23. The reason is because of the Husband’s Position.

The Position: Husband = head  

23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church

The word For means he’s giving an explanation for what he just said. The reason why wives are to submit to their husbands as to the Lord is because of the husband’s position as head. The wife should submit because the husband is the head.

What is headship? Authority and Leadership  

What does it mean that the husband is the head? What is headship? The feminist interpreters have suggested the word “head” means “source” – as in the term “headwaters.”  So, they say, it’s not that the husband is any kind of authority or leader. It just means the husband is the source of the wife. Eve was taken out of the side of Adam, and so he was the source. The problem with that view is 
1. The word “head” doesn’t mean “source.” Wayne Grudem did a massive study of all the uses of the word “head” in classical Greek literature, and he found that in 2336 uses of this Greek word (kephale) “no instances were discovered in which kephale had the meaning ‘source, origin (Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, appendix 1 part A) When that word is used to describe human relationships, it always carries the idea of authority. 2. Even if it did means “source,” that doesn’t change the meaning of the word “submit.” If Scripture says, “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord because Adam was the source of Eve,” that would still require wives to submit to their husbands…Which means husbands are in a role of authority. If you want to know for sure if Paul is using the word “head” here in its natural sense of “authority” or “leader” (like when we talk about someone being the head of an organization). Let’s just look at what he has said about the headship of Christ earlier in the book. If man is the head in the same way Christ is the head, let’s take a look at how Christ is the head. Eph 1:19-23 He is talking about the power at work in us… (Listen carefully and see if you detect any subtle traces of the concept of authority in this passage)
Read Eph.1:19-23
You have to close your eyes pretty tight not to see an aspect of authority in Christ’s headship that passage. The term head is used one other time in Ephesians:
Read Eph 4:15
The body of Christ, the Church, is growing up toward (in the direction of) her Leader – Jesus Christ. The point isn’t to convey an image of a body where the torso is growing up inside the head. That would be such a bizarre image that I can’t imagine that’s the point Paul was making. So since that’s the most natural meaning of the word, and that’s how Paul has been using it in this book, and since it fits the context perfectly (since he’s talking about the topic of submission to authority). There is no reason to interpret the word “head” to mean anything different. It’s true that the imagery of a body is present in the verse, but I don’t’ think the purpose of that is to picture the married couple like a body, wit the man being the head. The man is later told to love his wife in the same way that he loves his own body. But that’s not to say she is his body.  So, the reason the wife is to submit to her husband is because he is the head, which means - he is the leader and the authority in the home. Let’s talk about those two things.

Authority  

Being the authority means being the one ultimately responsible for the decisions that are made. It doesn’t mean you have to make every decision yourself.  It just means you’re responsible for all the decisions that are made. Just like in the military, or in a corporation, the one in authority is responsible for what takes place under his area of authority. You delegate most of the decision making to those under you, but you’re still responsible for what they end up doing. If you don’t delegate enough, not everything gets done, and you’re responsible for that too. But if you delegate too much, you abdicate your responsibility. 
Being in authority also means if there is a disagreement between you and someone under you, it’s your decision whether you will go with that person’s opinion or your own. Sometimes a man will make a decision that goes against his better judgment just to make his wife happy. And that’s not necessarily always a bad thing. If you think it makes better sense to go to McDonald’s and she really wants to go to Burger King, and so you go to BK just to make her happy – there’s nothing wrong with that. You have to be careful with that, however. If your trip to BK turns out to be a disaster, it would be wrong for you to get all over her case with a bunch of “I told you so”s.  Even though you did it for her sake, the decision is ultimately your responsibility.  Sometimes husbands are so afraid of upsetting their wives they will do something she wants even though it may not be a wise thing, and his intention is to just give in, and then blame her if the family crashes and burns.  That’s not Biblical headship. In a case where the husband is convinced there are going to be dire consequences for the family, there are some times when the husband needs to just overrule his wife and say, “No, we are not going to do that.” This is one area of headship that is hard. 
Sometimes people think, “Being the head would be great – you always get your way! But in the Kingdom of God it’s just the opposite. Being a servant leader means letting the other person have her way whenever possible, but when it comes to really hard decisions, taking the responsibility yourself. There are some men who have that completely backwards. When they are deciding where to go out to eat, or what TV show to watch, the husband exerts his full authority and dictates his preference. But then when it comes to some hard, agonizing decision, he ends up putting it on the wife’s shoulders so he doesn’t have to make the hard decision, and if there’s a bad outcome he can blame her. Biblical headship is the other way around. What a blessing that is for wives! When you and your husband are deciding about some big purchase, nothing is more freeing and relaxing than for a wife to give all her input and offer her best counsel and then just relax, knowing God has not placed on her shoulders the final responsibility for the decision. Whatever decision he makes – that’s God’s will for you. The one in authority can’t have that kind of peace. He can have some level of peace depending upon how sure he is that what he is doing is best, but he can’t really know with absolute certainty. He has to concern himself with whether or not it’s a good decision. But the wife is free from that stress. How tragic it is that God has given women this wonderful gift, and so many women have refused it, and have chosen instead to live a life of massive anxiety and needless stress. “But trusting his leadership produces even worse stress, because I’m afraid he might not make a good decision.” That’s why in 1 Pe.3, when Peter tells wives to submit to their husbands and obey them and speak respectfully to them. 
The last thing he says is, “and don’t give way to fear.” If you only look at it from the human point of view submission is scary. What if he makes a bad decision?  What if he runs the family into the ground or into bankruptcy?  If you can’t trust God to take care of you even in the case of foolish decision making on the part of your husband, then placing yourself under his authority is a terrifying thing to do. But if you have enough faith to believe that God is powerful enough to care for you in spite of what people over you do. And you trust God to carry out His perfect plan for you no matter what. Then the fear is erased, and nothing is left but rest and peace.
So that’s the first half of headship. Being the head means being the highest human authority in the home. Another thing it means is being the leader in the home. Those passages that talk about Christ as the head of the Church are saying more than just “Jesus is the Boss.”  He is the Head of the Church in the sense that He is the Leader that the Church is to follow.
Leadership  
When God calls wives to submit to their husbands, He is calling them to obey his decisions, and to follow his leadership. What does spiritual leadership look like?
Example  
Just like any kind of spiritual leadership in any setting, this begins with leading by example. When Jesus taught leadership to the disciples in Jn.13, He washed their feet. Then He said…

John 13:13-15
"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 

Christ led the Church by example. That’s part of headship. Your wife & children should know what it means to seek the Lord because they see you doing it. They see you on your knees, they hear you pray, they see how well-worn your Bible is. They see you go straight to Scripture whenever you have a problem. They see how important fellowship is to you in comparison with other things. They see you make decisions between corporate prayer and a Broncos game. They see how you respond to people in need. They hear you share the gospel with people. They see how you behave in all kinds of settings. They see what you watch on TV. Nobody sees your life more than your family. And so if your example isn’t enough to influence them, it’s not enough to influence anyone.
I need to strive to be a godly man for two reasons:
1) For my own benefit
2) Because I have a wife and three children who are influenced by my leadership.
Well, if you are a husband, you need to be super careful with your spiritual life because important people are following your lead – your children and your wife. Is it possible for them to be godly even if you’re not godly? Yes, but it’s 100 times harder. So leadership starts with leading by example.
Piper: “Leadership is something you are as much as something you do. If you come out of your solitude with the aroma of Christ lingering in your life, your wife and children will sense intuitively that you are at the helm of the ship with God’s hand on your shoulder. Leadership techniques and strategies are all in vain if the man has not been with God. It’s what we become in solitude with God that makes us spiritual leaders. If we fail here, we fail utterly.”
The tragedy in many Christian homes is the failure of so many men at this level. They see the devotion of their wives, and they say, “I’m not really into that. I don’t enjoy reading or studying or listening to sermons like she does. So I’ll let her take spiritual leadership of the family, and I’ll just make sure we stay afloat financially and keep the house in good repair, etc.” If you do that you will force your wife into a role for which she was not designed, and, over time, it will become incredibly burdensome for her. She will become weary and drained, and your marriage will deteriorate. This doesn’t mean you have to be as academic or even as intelligent as your wife.  But if she is going hard after God and you are not, that is a serious problem. Some men are too proud to admit their inadequacy in this area, and so they just relegate the whole spiritual realm in the home to the wife under the illusion that teaching the kids about Jesus is women’s work. That way you can protect your ego from the dents it gets when your spiritual weaknesses are seen in your attempts to lead. Brothers, that is childish. And our women know it’s childish. Some of them will accept what you have surrendered and become your mother in spiritual things, but that is not God’s design. That’s not going to be fulfilling or profitable for her or for you. I want to urge you this morning, in spiritual things, if you are lagging behind, the time has come to grow up. Be a man.  Go hard after God in the solitude of your room and become what God intended for you to be.
Some of you men are thinking, “Wait a minute, this is vv.22-24. This sermon is supposed to be directed to wives. I came here today because I thought you were going to be preaching to wives to obey their husbands!” I am. That’s the point of this sermon – I’m trying to get the wives to be submissive to your headship. But men, we can’t expect them to submit to our headship if we don’t function as the head. And headship involves both authority and leadership. And leadership begins with your personal example. It begins there, but it doesn’t end there.

Service & Humility 
Like the Lord Jesus Christ, a spiritual leader will take the lead in service and humility. If you are a spiritual leader you will usually beat your wife to the punch when it comes to unpleasant tasks of service around the house. You will usually beat your wife to the punch when you are angry at each other and someone has to be the first one to swallow his pride and anger and say, “I’m sorry, I was wrong.”
Planning 
Let me give you another one: planning. Scripture exhorts us to make plans.
Pr.20:18 Make plans by seeking advice 
Part of living wisely is making plans. People put hours of careful planning into their business, other organizations – pretty much everything they do. And yet the only planning we do for our marriage or family is in little 10 minute conversations over breakfast here and there. Some people put more effort into planning their landscaping or finishing their basement then they do their marriage and family. It is not wise to fly through life by the seat of your pants making all your decisions on the fly.  Just as you should brush your hair and not be a slob so you glorify God in your appearance, in the same way your life should not be disheveled.  Neither should your marriage. And that takes some intentional thought and planning. And it’s the husband’s role to take initiative in that. That’s not to say you do it unilaterally. But it is to say you shouldn’t always have to be nagged into action by your wife for everything. (If you want some ideas on how to do strategic planning for your marriage, I included the process Tracy and I use as an appendix in the manuscript.)
Worship 
Another area where leadership is crucial is in family worship. I think it’s the man’s role to gather the family for prayer and Scripture and worship each day. If you haven’t been doing this, it will take a little doing. For our family, everyone in the house knows that our family devotions is at 8:45.  At 8:40 my Microsoft Outlook gives me a reminder, and at that moment I announce on the intercom “5 minutes to devotions!”  That gives everyone (including me) a chance to wrap up what we are doing. Five minutes later I go out to the living room and there everyone is (most of the time). If they aren’t there on time, they know to bring me a Snickers bar from their Halloween candy. My advice on family devotions is to do something that requires almost no planning. (Otherwise it’s too hard to do it every day). On Mondays we discuss the notes the kids took on the sermon on Sunday. The other days we just work on whatever chapter we are memorizing. Or if there is some pressing issue that needs addressing, I take that time to instruct the family trying to instill a biblical worldview. If one of the kids has a question or some struggle we always drop whatever else we were going to do and we talk about that. And recently we added a time to sing – we sing one of the songs in the bulletin. Then we go around the circle and we each pray. It takes no preparation time whatsoever. And most days the whole thing only takes 15 minutes. So those are some areas where a spiritual leader must take initiative.  If you want to test your level of spiritual leadership, just ask yourself, “What would the spiritual life of my family look like if there were no pressure at all from my wife?” “If there were no pressure whatsoever from my wife, how often would I actually get the kids up and dressed and make it to church?”
That’s some of what it means to be the head. The Principle: Wives submit to your husband like you submit to God. Why? Because of the husband’s position. He is in the position of headship.
We are not at liberty to reverse roles. This is not social convention I’m talking about. The position of headship is a God-ordained role. It’s not ours to give or take or change. Headship is always the husband’s role. So, the general Principle is that wives are to submit to their husbands as to the Lord. That’s a radical statement that needs some explanation. So in explaining further, first Paul talks about the Position of headship that the husband occupies. Now he’s going to show us the Pattern the wife is the follow in submitting.

The Pattern: Church-like submission 

Like a Body and as to a Savior  

24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

Next week when we get into the section written to husbands, we will see that husbands are to be Christ-like (“love your wives like Christ loved the Church). For women the goal is to become Church-like. In loving our wives the husbands are to take our cues from Christ, as He loves the Church. And in submitting to your husbands, ladies, you are to take your cues from the Church, as the Church submits to Christ. That’s the pattern you are to follow. So how, exactly, does the Church submit to Christ? Last time I taught this I just went through the whole Bible and found everything I could find on how God’s people are to submit to Him. I found about 30 different things Scripture says about how we are to submit to God, and so I listed those things and put them in an insert in the bulletin… And I said, “There you go ladies – that’s how you are to submit to your husbands.” But in taking a closer look at this passage, I think we can be more specific than that. 
Look back for a second at v.23. Most of the commentaries see the end of v.23 and say that it is a digression. They can’t see how that has anything to do with wives and husbands, and so they just say Paul got off on an unrelated rabbit trail, and then he gets back into the flow in v.24. They say, “Why does Paul bring up the fact that the Church is the body of Christ? The wife isn’t the body of the husband.” And why does Paul bring up the fact that Jesus is the Savior? The husband isn’t the savior of the wife. And so they conclude it doesn’t have anything to do with what Paul is saying. But I’m convinced every word of this section is crucial for what Paul is saying. Pointing out those two facts about Jesus’ headship is not obtuse to Paul’s point – it is Paul’s point. Women are to submit to their husbands in the way that the Church submits to Christ. And how does the Church submit to Christ?  A lot of ways – at least 30 that I found, but the ones Paul wants you to focus on are the two he specifically points out in v.23.

the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 

Instead of just saying that Christ is the head of the Church, he points out specifically that 
	the Church is Christ’s body

Christ is the Savior of the Church
Those two things stand as the pattern women are to follow in submitting to their husbands. Wives are to submit to their husbands as the body submits to the head. And wives should submit to their husbands as one would submit to a rescuer.  There are a lot of other aspects of they way the Church submits to Christ that could have been mentioned. For example, He is our Master and Owner, and we are His slaves. And if we refuse to submit to Him, He will punish us. Those kinds of things aren’t mentioned here. Not everything about the Church’s submission to Christ is a helpful example for wives. But these two are. Now think about what these two things have in common. A body submitting to the head, and a person in trouble submitting to a rescuer. Both of those point to a kind of submission that is willing and voluntary and joyful and harmonious.

Like a body 
The Church submits to Christ as His body. In a healthy person, there is no conflict between the head and the body. When my brain receives a signal from my big toe that there is a sliver in it, and then my brain sends an order to my hand to reach down and remove the splinter. Once it’s all done my whole being is happy. No one thinks of that signal given to the hand as some kind of burdensome, oppressive domination that is demeaning to the hand. The submission of the body to the head is willing and harmonious and lovely.

Like a Savior  
The other aspect Paul brings out about the Church’s submission to the Lord is that the Church looks to Him as her Savior. That attitude is the model that wives should pattern their submissiveness after. If you are lost for days up in the mountains somewhere, and about to die, and finally the search and rescue team finds you. You will do whatever they say to do, right? If they tell you to hang on to a rope, you hang on.  If they tell you to relax, you relax. If it means being rescued, you are more than willing to do whatever they say. You certainly aren’t going to resist if you are in command of your senses. The wife’s attitude in submitting is like the attitude of someone being rescued in that it is an attitude of eager willingness. Wives, you look at the eager willingness with which people come to Christ. That joyful, excited, grateful enthusiasm Christians have when they think of Christ as the one who saved them from hell. And you take your cues from that attitude in the way you submit to your husband. “But my husband isn’t rescuing me from anything.’ Exactly!   Remember v.21 – Why do we submit to one another? Out of fear of Christ. You always look past the human authority to the real authority behind that person – the Lord Himself. You don’t submit to your husband because he is your savior. You submit to him as to a savior, because Christ is your Savior, and your husband’s authority is nothing less than the delegated authority of Christ.

Who died and made him head?  
If you ever find yourself looking at your husband and asking, “Who died and made you the head?” The answer is – Jesus did.  Jesus died and made your husband the head of your home. The authenticity of your husband’s position as head of your home is based completely on the authenticity of the authority of Christ. But from a human standpoint there is someone else who is responsible. No man has the power to place himself in this position. From a human point of view, the person who put me in my position of authority in my family was…Tracy. Only a woman can place a man into this role (by agreeing to marry him). You can have the world’s greatest resume for headship, and no one can promote you to that position except a woman who agrees to marry you. That should inject an element of humility into this role, because the submission of the wife is voluntary. That’s not to say it’s optional. God does require that of the wife. But it’s voluntary in the sense that it is not forced. The wife does it willingly. She’s the one who placed you in your position as head over her! The Bible tells parents to punish children who will not obey. And the Bible tells governments to punish citizens who don’t obey the law. Even churches are commanded to discipline unrepentant sinners in their membership. But there is nothing like that said to husbands. The Bible says nothing to husbands on how to make their wives submit.   All that the Bible says about submission it says to wives, not husbands. It’s voluntary. And it’s not just voluntary; it’s eager.  
The Church delights in submitting to Christ. As Christians, the genuine, passionate desire of our hearts is to be submissive to Christ. Anyone who does not long, from the depths of his heart, to be obedient to Christ is not a Christian. If you did a survey of all genuine Christians you would find that exactly 100% of all Christians became Christians because they wanted to become Christians. There is no such thing as a Christian who is a true Christian who never wanted to be a Christian and never willingly chose to embrace Christ. If you glance down to v.32 you’ll see that the relationship between Christ and the Church, as reflected in marriage, was a mystery. Long before the creation of the world, God had an amazing plan in His mind. He planned to create a special people through the death of His Son, and there would be this amazing, beautiful, intimate relationship between Him and His people (the Church). They wouldn’t submit to Him out of some begrudging forced servitude.  They would willingly come to Him as One they deeply love. And so when God first created mankind, and He made Adam and then Eve. He decided to create an illustration of that, and so He invented marriage. 

In everything
Take a look at the last two words in v.23.

24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

Some authorities only have authority over certain aspects of your life. For example, I have the authority to tell my kids to put on their pajamas at bed time.  I am under the authority of the city government, but if an Erie police officer comes to my house, he does not have the authority to tell me what to wear to bed. A teacher in a classroom has authority, but only in that realm. The teacher does not have the authority to tell the student which TV shows he’s allowed to watch. So depending on the authority, there are various spears in which you are under that person’s authority. When it comes to the relationship between Christ and the Church, there are no restrictions. That authority/submission relationship extends into every detail of life. And that’s another point of comparison for wives. Wives are to submit to their husbands in every area. The only place it doesn’t extend is into sin. As I said last week – any time someone in authority tells you to sin, you must disobey. But even in times like that you can maintain a respectful attitude that continues to endorse and support that person’s authority and leadership. That attitude is crucial. Piper: “Submission is an inclination of the will to say yes to the husband's leadership and a disposition of the spirit to support his initiatives.” If the husband makes it impossible for you to go along with him with a good conscience in some area, that inclination of the will is still there, and the disposition of the spirit is still there. Sometimes women will say, “My husband isn’t a spiritual leader, therefore I don’t have to submit to him.” If your husband is leading in the opposite direction of Christ or not leading anywhere at all, then you can’t follow his leadership. But you can still submit to his authority. If he tells you to do something that would be sin, then in that one area you can’t submit to his authority, but you can always maintain an attitude of respect and honor, and inclination of the will to say yes to anything you can say yes to with a good conscience. And a disposition of the spirit to support any of his initiatives you can support.

Conclusion
I’m guessing there are a lot of men in this room who need to pull their wives aside sometime this afternoon and say, “I have failed as a spiritual leader. I’ve not been leading this dance. Please forgive me.” Or maybe you have misused your authority, or you have failed to be a servant leader to your wife. Ask your wife’s forgiveness, and then get some accountability with some other men to help you change. And many of you wives need to pull your husband aside today and say, “I have used my complaints about you as an excuse not to be respectful and submissive.” Some of you have had a charade of being submissive. You think you’re submissive because you always do everything your husband tells you to do. But the reality is he never tells you to do anything that’s very hard, because he knows you will make life miserable for him emotionally. Some of you obey what your husband says, but you haven’t honored him. There is no respect in the way you speak to him. That’s a serious sin, ladies. You need to ask your husband to forgive you. And making that kind of life change is hard. You will need accountability too.

Benediction: 
Mt.28:18-20  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.""

Review Questions:
1.What does “headship” mean?
2. What is the significance of the fact that the Church submits to Christ as a body and as to a Savior?

Appendix:

Planning

When the book of Proverbs teaches us how to go about making our plans succeed, the implication is that it is wise to make plans.
Pr 20:18 Make plans by seeking advice 
Pr 15:22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed. 

God requires us to be good stewards of our lives and to live wisely.  And part of living wisely is making plans.  In Proverbs we find that wise people make plans, and generally speaking it’s a good thing when they are realized.

Pr 21:5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
It is not wise to fly through life by the seat of your pants making all your decisions on the fly.  God has given you a life.  That is a gift of immeasurable value.  Our lives are in our control but only as stewards.  

Your life doesn’t really belong to you, it has just been entrusted to your care.  

So as Christians, our duty is to live in the most excellent way possible.  Just as you should brush your hair and not be a slob so you glorify God in your appearance, in the same way your life should not be disheveled.  

Pr 16:3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. 
lit: “be established” or “made firm”  
One way God blesses us is by causing our plans to be realized.

Amazingly, even God makes plans.  I’m still trying to understand why.  I’m not sure what the difference is between God pre-planning something and doing something off the cuff that He knew He would do for all eternity past.  But nevertheless Scripture is full of references to God having made plans.

2Ki 19:25  Long ago I ordained it.  In days of old I planned it; now I have brought it to pass. 

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats

Strengths & Weaknesses: 
Weaknesses are obvious.  Of course we all want to shore up our lives in our weak areas.  But we sometimes neglect our strengths.  That’s a huge mistake.  

Why do you think God made you strong in those areas?  Doesn’t it stand to reason that those are areas through which God wants to use you in a special way?

Maybe you have no idea how God wants to use you in those areas, but the wise thing now is to continue to excel as much as possible in that area.

Opportunities: 
Not every good gift from God is forced upon us.  Some He wants us to search out.  Paul didn’t have to appeal to Caesar but he saw the appeal process as an opportunity to address Caesar and he took it.

On the other hand, not every opportunity should be pursued.  An opportunity is anything that would benefit you/your family if you did it, but some benefits are not worth the cost.

Perhaps you have an opportunity to go on a vacation that would benefit your family.  But the price is so high that it would put strain on your family that would outweigh the benefit.

Threats: 

Pr.22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.

There are threats looming out there.  Families & marriages and individual lives go from being healthy to being unhealthy and fouled up all the time, and the same dangers that cause that threaten us as well.

This includes things in and out of your control.  We make plans for what we will do if the breadwinner dies, etc.

Instructions
Session 1
As soon as you arrive at the restaurant, being writing as many strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats as you can think of.  

Ideally, if you were going to do very thorough planning, you might spend several hours just on this step.  But we are cramming this process into a short time, so don’t get too carried away.  Just go until you feel like you have all the major concerns.

Once they are all written down, pick the top 5 (or whatever number you like), and rate them in order of importance to be addressed.  Some issues can wait 6 months until the next planning retreat.  Others must be handled right away. Once there is a consensus on the top 5, write those on a new paper.

Session 2
Our goal now is to take an organized approach to addressing the 5 issues.  We all tend to go through life is a vague awareness of things that need attention and we mumble things like, “I need to get organized, our marriage needs attention, we have to get our budget together, I need to exercise, spend time with the kids” etc. 

Those things never get done, because we never make specific goals.  The purpose of this session is to set the goals.  The more specific the goals the better.  Try to avoid vague words like “improve, cut back, give more energy to,” etc.

“I want to get in shape” is a poor goal.
A good goal is “I want to work out 20 minutes 5 days a week.”

Instead of “I want to spend more time with the kids” say something like, “My goal is to devote a full hour beginning as soon as supper is over just to the kids.”

A bad goal: “I need to be more romantic.”
A good goal: “If we have not gone on a date by the last Friday of the month, we will do it on that day.” Set specific & realistic goals.

Session 3
Plan the steps to reaching your goals.  
If your goal is to have a family devotions every night, decide
·	Who will plan it and lead it?
·	How are you going to find good material to use?
·	By what date will this material be purchased?
·	Who will be in charge of getting the family together?
·	What are you going to do when the phone rings during devotions?
·	Where will it take place?  
·	What about nights when you are out or have guests over?
If you are going to go on a date once a month, 
·	Who will plan the date?
·	How will you make sure there is $?
·	What has to take place on the date for it to be successful?  How will that be achieved?
·	If the date will be on the last Friday of the month, on what day will you plan it?
If your goal is to study the Bible for 30 minutes each morning, 
·	What will you study?
·	What materials will you use?
·	What about days you oversleep?

The last step is to decide when you will go back over this list and check up on how you are doing.  


