Spiritual Armor part 4   										04.03.05
“The Breastplate of Righteousness”										Ephesians 6:14b     



Page 2 of 8


The Spiritual Armor Part 4
 “The Breastplate of Righteousness”
Eph.6:14b       4-3-2005

Summary: Put on goodness as measured by the character and desires of God, and that will protect you against future sin and it will protect the Church.



10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Review: The belt of truth
We found last time that the image of clothing yourself conveys three things:  
	Exhibiting certain character traits

Demonstrating what kind of task you are undertaking
Protecting yourself
And the armor of God refers to the character traits of God Himself.
So we are to cover ourselves with the attributes of God’s character in order to protect ourselves in the war.  We looked last time at the first piece of armor – the belt of truth.  Most scholars agree that the belt Paul is referring to is most likely the one worn under the armor.
	It was a thick, leather apron that hung down to protect the front part of the leg while still allowing free movement.  The point of significance of the belt is probably that it’s the first thing the soldier put on.
 It’s the first one listed, it’s the first piece that the soldier put on, because it’s the starting point of protecting ourselves against Satan’s main weapon – error and lies.  So you put on the belt of truth by becoming transparent and honest, by learning the truth of Scripture, and by accepting, embracing and loving that truth.
The next piece of armor is righteousness. 

with the breastplate of righteousness in place
lit having put on the breastplate of righteousness

The breastplate covered the front of the body – all the vital organs.   And that is accomplished in the spiritual battle by righteousness.

What is Righteousness? 
God’s righteousness
Righteousness means to be good as measured against the character and desires of God.  We need to make that clear in our minds, because it’s so different from what the world thinks. For them, the standard for the way you should act is the way most other people act. You are doing right if you act if a way that is good as measured by the norm. But our standard is to be good as measured against the character and desires of God.
	At first this sounds pretty basic. How do I protect myself in this war? I try to be good. But putting on the breastplate of God’s righteousness isn’t really the same thing as just trying to be good. In Php.3:9 Paul talks about having a righteousness of my own that comes from the Law. And he explains that that is worse than worthless. He calls that manure. And it does more harm than good. And yet very often that’s the breastplate we put on – human, self-righteousness. Pathetic efforts toward self-improvement and self-help. That’s like going into battle with paper armor taped to your body. 
	If we are really going to put on the breastplate of righteousness, we need to understand what righteousness from God really means. The beginning point of righteousness for us is justification.  The moment a person has faith in Christ and is saved, a legal declaration takes place in heaven. God declares that person to be righteous, and credits Jesus’ righteousness to his account. That’s justification. And He credits all that person’s sins to Jesus’ account. So since I’m a Christian, positionally (legally) I am perfectly righteous in God’s sight, because I am in Christ. 
	However, in a practical sense I’m not even close to perfect. I make decisions to sin every day. Practical righteousness is the living out of positional righteousness. Practical righteousness is when I live in a manner consistent with who I am in Christ. So practical righteousness is when I sin less and less frequently in practice because I’m a new person with a new nature. The outworking of the righteousness of my new nature begins to displace the sins in my life.
	Paul has referred to righteousness two other times in Ephesians, and both times the emphasis was on a godly manner of living, not so much the positional or legal imputed righteousness.
Eph 4:24 put on the new self, created to be like God in the righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
Eph 5:8-9
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)
Both passages are clearly speaking of our actions. Note also 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Rom 13:12 let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Putting on the armor is the same as taking off the deeds of darkness.
	Now, having said that, I don’t want to draw too strong a distinction between the two kinds of righteousness…
Because Scripture doesn’t make a strong distinction.
And that’s because there isn’t a big distinction.
Practical righteousness flows out of positional righteousness.
	Any deeds that seem righteous, but that do not flow out of positional righteousness in Christ, are not truly righteous. When an unbeliever does things that seem righteous, Scripture does not call that righteousness, because if it doesn’t flow from Jesus’ perfect righteousness, it’s not truly righteous.
	So the breastplate of righteousness is holy, godly living that flows out of the fact that you are in Christ, and are being given Christ’s righteousness. And that righteousness is not superficial. It permeates your whole being.
Not just skin deep
We tend to be so fixated on the physical, that we sometimes fall into thinking that righteousness is mostly about our actions. Again, that’s how it is for the world. They figure if your actions are good, and your speech is good, then you are good. And for the most part, they really don’t care what goes on inside your head. That’s the world’s approach, and since we live in this culture, that’s going to be our tendency as well. And so we need to retrain ourselves to think in biblical categories. 
	There are at least 8 categories where we have responsibility to be righteous. The first two the world would agree with – actions and words. Being righteous involves acting and speaking in a way that is good in God’s sight. And that’s where most people would stop. Just listen to your own prayers. When we confess our sins to God, is there much of anything we confess that doesn’t fall into those first two categories? I think many times we fall into thinking that the sins of the inner man are kind of virtual sins. But what about our thoughts? Are they really full-blown sins?

Our thoughts (what we think)

Did you know God wiped out all of humanity with a flood because of their thoughts?
Gen 6:5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.
Jesus listed evil thoughts along with things like murder and adultery when He was talking about the things that make a person unclean before God.
Matt 15:19-20 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what make a man 'unclean'
God requires us to have righteous thoughts and not to have evil thoughts. Sinful thoughts are just as sinful as sinful actions. And one of the chief categories of evil thoughts is thoughts about God that are untrue (Mt.9:4). 
	A fourth category we are required to be righteous in is…
Our will (what we decide)

Josh 24:15 choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve
The world will tell you that in some cases our choices are outside of our control. They say you can’t choose godly thoughts and actions because you have a chemical imbalance or a mental disease. Or because of your past. That is a lie right out of hell.
Your brain cannot make a decision apart from your will, which is under the control of your heart. No body part can make you sin. Your foot can’t make you sin, your fingernails can’t make you sin and your brain can’t force you to sin against your will.
God commands us concerning the choices we make, which means the will is something that is in our control.
	Another area we are to be righteous before God is in…    

 Our motives (what we are trying to achieve)

In Matt 5:16 we are commanded to do our good deeds before men that they may see them. Then a few verses later Jesus says it is sin to do your acts of righteousness before men to be seen by them (Matt 6:1). The exact same action is both commanded and forbidden. The action in 5:16 is identical to the action in 6:1 – the only difference is the motive.  If your motive is God’s glory, that’s righteous. If your motive is self-glory, that’s sin – regardless of the action.
This is an area that we really need help from God, because even though we do have the ability to influence our motives, it is very difficult for us to discern our own motives.
Prov 16:2 All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD. 

Our affections (what we love)

One important aspect of righteousness involves loving the right things. The greatest commandment is that we are to love God.
1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world.
You don’t have direct control over your affections, but you can do what it takes to influence them. One way or another we are responsible to love the right things. That’s why a man is disqualified from church leadership if he isn’t one who loves what is good (Titus 1:8)
	What about the rest of our emotions?

Our emotions 

Does God command us concerning how we are to feel?
87 times in the NIV you read the command “do not fear” or “do not be afraid.” We are only commanded about 100 times to rejoice. 
The people of God in Dt.28 get a pretty stiff punishment for failing to have the right emotions.
Deut 28:47-48 Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, 48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you.
	How about anger?  Eph 4:31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger … along with every form of malice
	There is no question that God commands us concerning our emotions. So part of righteousness involves being good in your emotions as measured against God’s standard. You are righteous to the degree that all of your being is rightly related to God.
And your emotions are a part of what you are.

8. Our attitudes

The Greek word for an attitude is phroneo. When used of an attitude it means “To be disposed or inclined, as having an attitude or frame of mind.” And in most cases it either means to be inclined toward a certain viewpoint, or to be inclined toward a certain set of priorities.  When Peter rebuked Jesus for talking about dying on the cross… Mt.16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you you are not thinking (phroneo) the things of God, but the things of men."
The point wasn’t so much the thoughts as much as the inclination of his thoughts. See also Php.3:19, 4:2  They were inclined toward human priorities rather than divine priorities.
Ro.8:5 Those who live according to the flesh think (phroneo) of the flesh They are inclined or biased toward the priorities of either the flesh or the Spirit.  
Pride and humility fall into the category of attitudes. A few times we read that we are not to “think (phroneo) high regarding ourselves (Ro.11:20, 12:3,15-16) Instead, Php.2:5 Your attitude (phroneo) should be the same as that of Christ Jesus Then he goes on to describe not so much a set of thoughts or ideas Jesus was thinking about, but rather an attitude of humility. (You’re either inclined toward self or toward others)
In Php.1 we learn that part of love means being inclined toward a favorable disposition toward others. Php.1:7 It is right for me to feel (phroneo) this way about all of you
What way? Phil 1:3-6 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Paul described a favorable disposition toward them and then said “It’s right for me to have this attitude toward you.” (see also Php.4:10) Which means an unfavorable disposition would also fall into the category of an attitude.
You are nice to the people you don’t like, but are you, in your attitudes, genuinely inclined toward a favorable disposition toward them?
*************
So being righteous means being aligned with God’s character in our:
	actions (what we do)

words (what we say)
thoughts (what we think)
will (what we decide)
motives (what we are trying to achieve)
affections (what we love)
emotions (how we feel)
attitudes (how we are inclined)

The Strategic Role of Righteousness 

When I first began studying this, I was a little perplexed over the question of how righteousness can serve as protection in the battle against Satan. And the reason I was perplexed is because it seemed to me that if you have righteousness, you’ve won the battle! Isn’t the definition of victory to behave in a righteous way?  So when he says to put on righteous behavior as a piece of armor to prepare for the battle, it sounds like he’s saying, “In order to keep from losing, just win.” I thought the whole battle was over how to live righteously. So what good is it for him to say, “In order to be righteous, be righteous”?  And the answer to that question really expanded my thinking on this passage.
	Righteous living is not our final goal.  It is a goal, but it is also a strategic piece of armor for what lies ahead in the war. Satan has other objectives besides my sin. There is more to the warfare than just whether or not I sin in a particular instance. If I’m looking at this entire war just as a matter of whether or not I cave in to a temptation, I’m being nearsighted. 
	Do Satan and his rulers and authorities want me to sin? Of course. Is that a major part of their strategy? Absolutely. But is that all there is too their strategy? No. They are fighting this war on several fronts. And they can accomplish their goals of opposing God’s work in other ways besides my sinning. Sometimes they oppose His work by trying to use circumstances. Sometimes they do it through our honest mistakes. Sometimes they do it through our genuinely good intentions. Sometimes they do it through our human weaknesses and limitations. 
	So don’t forget – the emphasis in Eph.6 is on the high ranking strategists in the heavenly realms. If I sin, that just enables Satan to move on to the next step in his strategy.
	And there are two major aspects to that strategy that are achieved when I sin.

	My sin makes the whole Church vulnerable.


I’m not the only one in this war. If one soldier falls, that doesn’t mean the war is over. But it does mean all the rest of the soldiers are at greater risk. So I need to be righteous, because my unrighteousness subjects the whole Church to greater vulnerability. If you are righteous, that will help put the breastplate on the whole Church.
Achan
Joshua 7 is a striking chapter in the OT about the effect that the sin of one person can have on the overall community of God’s people. The Israelites just easily won the battle against Jericho. And when they move in to the city after the walls fall down, God gives them some instructions about the devoted things.
Josh 6:18-25 keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.
The rest of chapter 6 goes on to describe their wonderful victory.

Josh 7:1-18 But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan … took some of them. So the LORD's anger burned against Israel. 
	The next battle they faced was an easy one. The next city would be as easy to defeat as it was to spell – the city of Ai. Ai wasn’t anything like Jericho. Jericho was this huge, fortified military stronghold filled with giants. Ai was just a little defenseless town that would be a pushover.
3 When they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men are there." 4 So about three thousand men went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, 5 who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water. 
6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 
They are really turning to the Lord in prayer. And the Lord’s reaction is amazing.
10 The LORD said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 
You don’t often see the Lord react that way in Scripture: “Get up! This is no time for prayer.” Everywhere else in the history of Israel they have victory or defeat based on whether they look to God for help. But now here God is saying, “That’s not the issue right now.” “What you need is not to look to Me for help in the battle.”
11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. 12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 
	One of the means of victory was their obedience. And until they were willing to take advantage of that, it was fruitless for them to seek some other help from God. So Joshua starts going through tribe by tribe to find out who did it.
16 Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was taken. 17 The clans of Judah came forward, and he took the Zerahites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was taken. 
(by this time Achan is sweating bullets.)
18 Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me." 20 Achan replied, "It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath." 22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent , with the silver underneath. 23 They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them out before the LORD. 24 Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, "Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today." Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 26 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger.  
	Now, if you are struggling in your mind right now with whether that was fair or too harsh, I would suggest that you spend less time worrying about that, and more time considering the principle that this passage is teaching. 
	Whether it seems fair to me or not, what I need to do is face the fact that… 
	My private, individual sin can have an incredibly damaging effect on the entire church

If I’m carrying on some private sin I should expect that it will eventually be brought out. No matter how far under my tent I try to hide it, if the Lord decides to expose me, it won’t be any problem for Him to do so. (Num 32:23 you may be sure that your sin will find you out. 1 Tim 5:24 The sins of some men are obvious, reaching the place of judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. 
Some sins are well hidden. They trail way behind you – which means when people first meet you, your sin is so well hidden that they don’t see it at first. But it’s only a matter of time before those sins catch up to you.)
The penalty for causing harm to the whole body is steep.
	What happened to Achan was harsh. No doubt about it. But was it unjust? 36 men died because of Achan. 36 wives were broken hearted, and scores of children were now fatherless. And more serious than that, God’s named was demeaned. God was seen as weak and unfaithful to His people – all because He had to punish them for Achan’s sin. What Achan deserved was something a lot worse than what he got.
	So realize that your private sin can do great harm. And it will eventually come out. And there is potential for very severe discipline.
	So my personal righteousness or unrighteousness plays a very strategic role in the rest of the overall war. It’s strategic because it can bring great harm on the whole church. And then there is another reason why it’s strategic.

My sin makes me more vulnerable in the future.

We are so nearsighted that we are constantly taking our focus off the war. We win one little battle, and we spend the next two days celebrating. We lose one little battle and we spend the next two days moping around in defeat. Satan isn’t like that. Once a battle is over, whether he wins or loses, the instant it is over he’s focused on the next battle. When he tempts you to do some sin, and you struggle and wrestle and fight against him for all you’re worth, and you come out on top, while you’re still thinking about that, immediately Satan is already working hard at his next attack. And this one is going to be from a completely different angle on a different front. Now that you won a victory in one area he wants to catch you off guard and try to get around behind you where your defenses aren’t up.
	And it’s the same way when you lose a battle. He tempts you to sin, you cave in to that sin, and for the next two weeks you are focused on that loss.  But not Satan.  The split second you sin, he’s already on to the next battle.  He wants to take advantage of the fact that you are down and weakened and discouraged, and so he’s already mounting then next attack. So whenever we chose to sin, we place ourselves in a position of tremendous vulnerability for the next battle. It’s so hard for us to keep the future in view. We are so tied in to the present. 
	But we need to remember this is a long term campaign. 1 Peter 2:11 abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. It’s a life-long struggle, and he won’t stop until your soul is completely destroyed. The more you pursue righteous living now, the more protected you’ll be in the future.
Conscience
One way righteous living protects you from future unrighteousness is by strengthening your conscience.
Your conscience is an incredibly important tool in the warfare. Listen to how Timothy was admonished to engage in the warfare.
1 Tim 1:18-19 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, (lit. war the good war)
How is that done? 
19 holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith. 
	You are successful or unsuccessful in this war based on whether you hold on to faith and good conscience. That’s the shield and the breastplate in Eph.6. 
	Your conscience is a mechanism God placed in your heart that helps you keep out of sin. It’s what enables you to feel the pain of guilt. 
	The ability to feel pain is an essential component of human life. My father-in-law injured his hand and had no feeling in that hand after the injury. One day he smelled something burning in the kitchen. It turned out what he smelled was the skin on his hand burning – he had picked up an iron skillet, not knowing it was on a hot burner.
	So many of the things that harm us are things that we would never even know about if it weren’t for pain. It’s pain that keeps you from putting your full weight on a nail that you’re stepping on; it’s pain that forces you to stop doing something that is destroying a part of your body. And sometimes pain is the only thing that could make you stop. There are some things we really want to do, and logic and reason about how it’s bad for us wouldn’t be enough motivation to get us to stop. But pain is. Physical pain is extremely important.
	And so is spiritual pain – the pain of conscience – the pain connected with guilt. Guilt feelings are designed by God to be the thing that will hurt so bad it will get you to stop doing something that is destroying your spirit. And it’s your conscience that enables you to be sensitive to that kind of pain.
	So way up high on Satan’s priority list is the destruction of your conscience. One reason Paul was so effective in the warfare – the reason he got to the end of his life and could say, I have fought the good fight…I have kept the faith. (2 Tim 4:7) - One reason he ended up being able to say that was because he kept his conscience clear.
	A clear conscience was supremely important to Paul – he appealed to it repeatedly. Acts 23:1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, "My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day." 
1 Corinthians 4:4 My conscience is clear
2 Corinthians 1:12 Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves …
in the holiness and sincerity that are from God. Acts 24:16 I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 
Romans 9:1 I speak the truth in Christ — I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit—  
Your conscience is one of the most precious gifts God gave you. Don’t ruin it.
	When the moment comes when your conscience speaks up, don’t ever ignore it. There are two ways to ruin your conscience.

1. Searing 
One way is by searing it as with a hot iron. (1 Tim 4:1-2) You just ignore the pangs of guilt again and again, and eventually the result will be the same as if you do that with your skin. You will build up calluses in that area, and you won’t be sensitive to pain.
	The next time you fall into a sin, and then Satan tries to tell you, “You’ve already blown it for the day – you might as well go all the way and just try to get back on your feet tomorrow” One way you can respond to that is by saying, “No, even though I sinned once today, it still matters whether or not I sin more, because the more times I sin, the more damage I do to my conscience.”
	Putting on the breastplate of righteousness helps keep your conscience in tact, and that will help you immeasurably in future battles.

2. Misinforming
Another way to ruin your conscience is to misinform it. (1 Cor.8:7-12) If you grow up teaching your conscience that playing cards is a sin, you will have a guilty conscience over playing cards. And it works the other way too. If you are misinformed about some sin, thinking that it’s not sin – you’re conscience won’t kick in when you do that thing. 
	You would be surprised at how many couples talk themselves into the idea that it’s OK to live together without being married. Scripture is as clear as can be that people who live in unrepentant immorality will not inherit the kingdom of heaven. And yet I find on a regular basis people in the church continuing to live together unmarried. And that happens with all kinds of sins. 
	There are people who think gossip is only when you say something that’s untrue. And so if what you’re saying is true, it’s OK to go ahead and harm someone’s reputation. And so they become terrible gossips with no pangs of conscience whatsoever – all because of being misinformed about the definition of gossip. 
	The same goes for the terrible sin of complaining. Or selfishness. The world says self-esteem is OK, and so we fall for that, and our consciences get messed up because of bad information – bad doctrine. And instead of feelings of guilt when we become prideful, we think it’s a good thing. And then that pride starts producing sin all over the place (anger, rebellion against authority, discouragement, rudeness, insensitivity, etc.) and we don’t know where it’s coming from. We don’t see all those things growing up out of our pride, because our conscience is misinformed about pride, so we don’t even sense it as a serious sin.
	That’s another reason the belt of truth is so crucial. Truth and righteousness always go together. All three places in Ephesians where righteousness is mentioned, truth is there right along side.
Eph 4:24 put on the new self, created to be like God in the righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
Eph 5:9 the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth
And so the first two pieces of armor are truth and righteousness. 
	If you’re fuzzy on the truth, you can forget about righteousness. Without solid knowledge of and confidence in the truth, and the clear conscience of the righteous life, you are vulnerable.  Satan will be able to run you right into the rocks.
	John 14:30-31 the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, 31 but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. The phrase he has no hold on me comes from a Hebrew phrase that refers to legal claim. Jesus was pointing out that all that was about to happen to Him was by His choice and His permission. None of it was the result of Satan having some kind of valid claim against Him. And that meant something to Jesus. He went to the trouble of pointing it out, because it was important to Him. And so it should be important to us too. 
It was important to Jesus that Satan have no hold on Him. When I sin, I give Satan a foothold. I give him a place to get a grip on me. He can say, “You have dishonored God” and I can’t argue. He can say, “You have failed repeatedly” and I can’t argue. He can say, “You have failed so many times, chances are you’ll fail again” and I can’t argue. The ability to say those things can become a very powerful weapon in his hands. And so we need to do all we can to keep those weapons out of his hands. 
	And remember, if you lose a battle, realize that the instant you lose, that battle is over and you are in another battle.  When you repent from a sin, that sin is forgiven. Now the battle is over whether you are going to believe what God says about past sins or what Satan says. And part of believing what God says does involved imputed, positional righteousness. It comes full circle back to that.
	Satan can say, “You failed!” and I can say, “Yes, and that’s a grievous thing, however Christ did not fail, and I am in Christ.” 
	Satan can say, “Look at the sin in your life. You are unworthy to serve God.” I can say, “Satan, you know that’s not true.” “You’ve been around the Bible long enough to know that my worthiness to serve God has nothing to do with my performance as a Christian.” No, I’m not worthy by virtue of my actions. But that’s irrelevant. Christ is worthy, and I am in Christ.  So the only one in this conversation who is unworthy, Satan, is you.
Conclusion 
Work hard at it
You would think it would go without saying that we need to put on righteousness to protect us in the spiritual war. But it doesn’t. We need to be reminded of how important this is. God is so merciful and so patient – we sin and there is seemingly no consequence time after time… And as a result we don’t even get alarmed anymore over what we think of as little sins. We are on the lookout against the big ones, but the little ones we repeatedly commit every single day aren’t even on our radar screen.
	In fact sometimes we get proud about the fact that mostly we only commit little sins. “I’m a terrific Christian, because I mostly only commit little sins.”
	Think of the insanity of that. What is a little sin? Can you show me a Bible verse that talks about a little sin? What is a little, inconsequential act of rebellion against the sovereign of the universe? What is a little act of treason in this warfare? Did Jesus suffer and die on the cross for anything little?
	Some sins are more damaging and more serious and more heinous than other sins, but no sin is little. God help us from ever falling into an existence of thinking some sin is tolerable or inconsequential.
We find there is some “little” thing in our lives that isn’t quite right - maybe you have kind of a loose tongue and you gossip, or you’re overly critical, or you neglect God’s Word or prayer, or you are lazy or chronically late to things (showing disrespect and inconsideration for other people’s time), or you have a chronically negative attitude or lack of joy, and our efforts to rid ourselves of those things are so halfhearted. Jesus is talking about cutting off limbs and gouging out eyes, and we’re sitting around making worthless resolutions. Our entire effort boils down to little more than saying, “Tomorrow I’m just going to magically be stronger than I am today.”  
	When someone gets caught committing adultery, he’ll take some drastic action toward repentance. When you find that your sin is obviously destroying your family, you might go to some extreme measures, seek Biblical counseling, etc. But for the vast majority of our unrighteousness, our efforts to put on the breastplate amount to almost nothing. We’re like the guy who says, “Yes, I really want to have big muscles, but lift a weight? Do a pushup? No way. I’m too busy.” 
	Just think of how many things you know you could be doing that you know would result in greater righteousness, and you’re not doing them. Memorizing Scripture, serious Bible study, commitment to prayer, involvement in an accountability relationship – all these principles we’ve been learning. And you’re thinking, “Oh, one of these days I’ll get serious about those things.” “But right now I have earthly concerns I need to take care of.”
	Again, it all boils down to the question of whether or not we really believe we are in a war.
Because if you know you’re in a war, and you’re aware of the hand to hand combat, and you see that big champion on the other side approaching you with his bloody sword, you will strip a breastplate off a dead guy if you have to – you’ll do anything to protect yourself. We need to get serious about covering ourselves with righteous living. 
	Satan’s main weapon is error and lies, and he uses those weapons to get us to do unrighteous actions. And those unrighteous actions become another weapon in his hand that he uses against us and against God.
	Do you realize Satan can’t destroy you unless he can get you to decide to sin? Let’s tear off that worthless paper bib of resolutions and self-help ideas that don’t draw on divine resources. And let’s get serious about putting into practice all the avenues we have been learning from Scripture about how to attain true righteousness from God. (Walking by the Spirit, being filled by the Spirit – all the principles we learned in the Enslaving Sins class and in our study of Eph.4&5, and the applied theology class).
	Put on the breastplate of righteousness, and stand firm.

Benediction 
1Ki 8:56-61  Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people …57 May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. 58May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways… 60 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God and that there is no other.

Review questions
What is righteousness?  It is being good as measured by the character and desires of God.
How does righteousness function like a piece of armor?  It protects us against future sin and it protects the Church.

